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Who is the RDC? 

•  Small Non - Profit 
•  Grassroots 
•  Support Agency 
•  Partner 
•  10 - 14 Highly Dedicated Staff 
•  Educators and Students 
•  Community Partner 



Who is a Refugee? 

A refugee is someone 
outside of his or her home 

country who has a “well 
founded fear of 

persecution” because of 
his/her: race, religion, 

nationality, social group or 
political opinion.   

 -1951 convention relating to status of refugees 



To Be Truly Effective, We Must Remain Aware. 



Global Trends 

●  68.5 million displaced 
●  22.5 million refugees 
●  52% children 
●  < 1% ever resettled 
●  10+ years as refugee 
●  70,000 avg. resettled in US 
●  2017 – only 50,000 resettled 
●  2018 – less than 45,000 will 

be resettled…22,000 

  



  



Iran 

Somalia 

Syria 
 
 
           Yemen 

Libya 

North Korea 

 

Year Cap Admitted 

2016 85,000 84,994 

2017 110,000 53,716 

2018 45,000 22,491 

2019 30,000 ? 

http://www.wrapsnet.org/admissions-and-arrivals/ 



Countries of Origin for the Majority of Refugees Resettled in Mid-Michigan 
 



There is a lot of work to do. 
Please remain hopeful. 



  

"I was born in Bhutan but due to 
political instability during late 1980’s, 
we moved to Nepal as refugees. After 18 
years in a refugee camp (1990-2008), 
with the help of IOM (International 
Organization for Migration) my family 
and I were resettled in Lansing, MI.  
Immediately, I learned about RDC and 
ever since I have been part of RDC 
family. I learned how to drive on the 
driving simulator, and after I mastered 
that, I started helping other newcomers 
learn how to drive using the simulator. I 
started volunteering and then I worked 
as a translator and interpreter. I always 
wanted to serve in defense, and I got 
opportunity to serve this beautiful 
country in 2012. I signed a contract with 
US ARMY and served as a behavioral 
health specialist until 2018. I am very 
excited to be back at the RDC as a staff 
member helping the newest refugees in 
Lansing." 
 - G. Acharya 

 



This Is Home Now 







In 2018, we worked with 
 

2,069 
newcomers  

 
 
 
 
 

48 
countries 

 
244 

volunteers  
 
 
 

 
 

22,000 
Hours 
Direct 
service 



Who are our Partners? 

The Community 

Refugees, Immigrants, Asylees, Schools, Agencies, 
Students, Teachers, Moms, Parents, Apartment Complex 
Managers, Police Officers, Employers, Colleges, Universities 
and Future generations!  



“Thank You, Lansing!” 



Partnership Projects 

●  Refuge Lansing traveling exhibit 
●  Newcomers Soccer with LSC 
●  GLOBE Camp - Lunches 
●  Michigan Office for New Americans  
●  Peace Game with RCAH 
●  Refugee Name Plates with Impression 5 
●  Blanket Making with MSU  
●  PD for language teachers - Teacher Training 



What Can You Do? 

●  Volunteer 

●  Stay Aware  

●  Learn the Facts & Share the Info 

●  Follow us on FB, Instagram, and Twitter 

●  Attend our Spring Fundraiser in April 

●  Have a private dinner party with friends 

      and present ways to get involved!   

●  Be Kind & Know Your Importance 

●  Donate!!! ☺  
 





Thank You! 
●  EMAIL 

○  info@rdclansing.org 

●  ADDRESS 
○  600 W. Maple St 
○  Suit A 

○  Lansing, MI 48906 

●  PHONE 

○  517.999.5090 


